Lewis Perdue

201 W. Napa St., Suite 201, Sonome, CA 95476
707-939-6655 Fax; 707-940-4146

iperdue@ideawors.com

May 28, 2003

Mr. Stephen Rubin,

President and Fublisher

Doubleday Broadway Publishing Group
Random Mouse, Inc,

1745 Broadway

New York, NY 10019

Dear Sir:

When I read recent reviews of your company’s thriller, The DaVinci Cods, I had the feeling that I had reqd that book

before. 5o 1 bought a copy.

After reading The DaVinci Cude, I realized I had weitten that book before,

So, I took a close look at my own novel, Daughier of God (8t. Martin's Press/ Forge, January 2000) and fot

showed a lot more than the usual genre-based similarities with The DaVinei Code.

Indeed, The DaVingi Code is filled throughout with numerous, outright duplications along with overw

hilming and
striking similarities to Daughter of God as well ag an sarlier ook of mine, The DaVinei Legacy (Pinnacle]

As detalled in the attached analysls, The DaVinei Code duplicates most of my own novel’

inchiding;

The plot,

The protagonist,

The love interest,

The antagonist,

The antagonist's organization
Religious back story,

Historical back story

Many significant plot elements and
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containing further clues to the chase.

rnd it

1683),

§ most important elements

Even tiny detnils such as a work of art which provides a physical key to & Zurich bank's safe deposit bax

Indead, there are very few significant elements of my novel, Daughter of God which do not appear in son-ﬁe form in

The DaVinei Code.

Given the numerous outright duplications and very close similarities, [ am finding it difficult to accept the hand of
coincidence in this and would very much appreciate knowing your own position.

Please let me know of there is any other information I can provide or any further assistance you might nged in

looking this over.

Lewis Pafdue

\;c./ M. Harrictte Dorsen, St. VP and General Counsel, Random Houge, tnc
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Duplications & Similarities between
Daughter of God and The DaVinci Code

Pege numbers refer to soft-cover Daughker of God and Hardcover DaVind Code

MacGuffin: Secret papers so devastating to Christianity that it would brid
church to its knees, The secret is 50 powerful the Vatican can be blackmailed
it and must kill to keep the secret.

Daughter = “If this information [about Sophia] were to leak out, Christianity
and all that i stands for would be called into question.” p, 32 see

alse p 81 and back cover copy of soft-cover book.

DaVinci= Documents about, “A woman who carrled with her a secret so
powerful that, if revealed, it threatens to devastate the very
foundation of Christianity. p. 239, various

Protagonist:
Daughter = Professor of Religion, Seth Ridgeway. p. 4, 9, 4145
DaVinci=  Professor of Religious Symbology, Robert Langdon. p, 7

Female Protagonist/Love Interest;

Daughter = Detective of art forgeries, art expert, Zoe Ridgeway. p, 70, 919!
various

DaVinci=  Detective, cryptologist, Sophia Neveu. p.51, various

Antagonist
Daughter = Ambitious Cardinal who wants secret documents in order to
restore old conservative values, P. 25-33, 72-81, various

St
-

g the
with

DaVinci=  Ambitious Bishop who wants secret documents In order to restore

old conservative values. p. 58,107, 173,-175, 195, vartious.

Antagonist Organization;

Daughter = Shadowy Vatican organization with spies and clandestine
operatives ready to die to preserve the one true faith -
Congregatlont for the Docttins of the Faith, p. 23-26, various.

DaVinci=  Shadowy Vatican organization with sples and clandestine

operatives ready to die to preserve the one true faith - Opus Dei.

1,175, vatious.
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0Odd Coincidence?
Daughter = Sophia is key religious figure. p, 11, 73, various,

DaVinci=  Sophia Neveu, love interest, is a religious figure, descended from

the bioodline of Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene. p. 440-445

Plot Element:

Daughter = Book opens with the curator of a priceless art collection, Willi Max,
p-7

DaVinci=  Book opens with the curator of a priceless art collection, Jacques
Saundere, p.2

Plot Element:

Daughter = Curator of a priceless art collection found gruesomely dead, p.|38

DaVinei=  Curator of a priceless art collection found gruesomely dead, p,|11

Plot Element:

Daughter = Hero charged with murder (colleague Professot, Tony Bradfor d),

pursited by police, p. 301 and various.

DaVinci=  Hero charged with murder (colleague Professor/curator Jacques

Sauniere), pursued by police, p. 12 and various,

Plot Element:;

Daughter = The shadowy Vatican organization is the heir of the true church, p.

28

DaVinci=  The shadowy Vatican organization is the heir of the true church, p-
231-234

Plot Element:

Daughter = A painting launches the adventure, p. 51-57, 134, 154-155, varidus.

DaVinci= A peinting launches the adventure. p. 138-139, various

Plot Element:

Daughter = The painting provides the protagonists with a physical key thaf
accesses to a Zurich bank safe deposit box, p.312 '

DaVinci=  The painting provides the protagonists with a physical key that
accesses to a Zurich bank safe deposit box, p132

Plot Element:

Daughter = The Swiss bank safe deposit box contains more clues to the uléidnate

location of the secret papers. p. 316-317
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DaVinci=  The Swiss bank safe deposit box contains more clues to the ult
location of the secret papets, p. 199-202

imate

Plot Element; ’
Daughter = While the protagonists sit amid the opulent surroundings of

Swiss bank and sift through the secret directions to the devastating

secret, police are rushing to capture them. The protagonists th
make a harrowing, by-the-skin-of-their-teeth escape from thei
pursuers. p. 318-322,

DaVinci While the protagonists sit amid the opulent surroundings of the
Swiss bank and sift through the secret directions to the devaststing

secret, police are rushing to capture them. The protagonists th
make a harrowing, by-the-skin-of-their-teeth escape from their
pursuers. p. 207-224, '

Plot Element:

Daughter = Textual riff on a set of mysterlous and devastatingly powerful
religious documents and how they were passed along for centy
among popes and emperors before going missing so that they

could fall into the hands of ambitious people who seek power

themselves, p, 175-179
DaVinei=  Textual riff on a set of mysterious and devastatingly powerful

fries

[or

religious documents and how they were passed along for centiries

among popes and emperors before going missing so that they
could fall into the hands of ambitious people who seek power 4
themselves, p, 157-161

Plot Element;

Daughter = Textual riff on The Great Goddess and how she was gradually
subsumed intc male dominated religion. p. 157-162, 201-206

DaVinci=  Textual riff on The Great Goddess and how she was gradually
subsumed into male dominated religion. p. 238-239

Plot Element:

Daughter = Textual riff on the art and archeological depiction of the Great
Goddess 157162, various.

DaVinei=  Textual riff on the art and archeclogical depiction of the Great
Goddess. p23,

Plot Element;
Daughter = Mary Magdalene plays a key role, p. 79
DaVinci= Mary Magdalene plays a key role. p. 243-245

or
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~ Daughter = Christ as divine and part of the Christian Trinity was forced o
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Plot Element:

religion by pagan Constantine as a political power play. p, 16-18,

77,120, various
DaVinei =  Christ as divine and part of the Christan Trinity was forced o
religion by pagan Constantine as a political power play. p.

Plot Element:

Daughter = Prelude to final chase takes characters through a cave (salt mire). p,
350-370 '

DaVinci=  Prelude to final chase takes characters through a cave (subway)
367

Plot Element:

Daughter = The Christian Bible is filled with fabrications. 20, 21, 340-345,
various

DaVinci= The Christian Bible is filled with fabrications. 340-342, various

Plot Element;

. p.

Daughter = Bven if religion is founded on falsified dogma, it is beneficial t¢ the

millions who believe in it, p, 28-29, 343

DaVinci=  Even if religion is founded on falsified dogma, it is beneficial t¢ the

millions who believe in it. p, 242

Plot Element:

Daughter = A key plece of evidence for the elevated position of women in the

eatly Christian church and the way Constantine wrote them out

can be found in the Gnostic Gospels, the Nag Hammad] scrolls) p.

78.80 7

early Christian church and the way Constantine wrote them o
can be found in the Gnostic Gospels, the Nag Hammadj scrolls
245

DaVinci=  Akey plece of evidence for the elevated position of women in ‘]he
t

Plot Element:

Daughter = After having the prize within their grasp, the protagonists lose
control to a shapeshifting friend who actually works for the
antagonist. p. 371

DaVinei=  After having the prize within their grasp, the protagonists lose
control to a shapeshifting friend who actually works for the
antagonist. p. 361

P
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